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The right to housing framework is a powerful blueprint for a just and sustainable future '
for all. It paves the way for affordable, secure, and accessible housing, putting the dignity

w

and well-being of individuals, families, and communities at the forefront. Through human rights principles,
this framework offers a new way to think about housing; one that results in transformative solutions to
homelessness and unaffordability, that will reduce inequality, and promote vibrant communities. Embracing
this framework is crucial for safeguarding our planet from climate change and ensuring a world where
housing security is enjoyed by everyone.

Note!

The right to housing comes from
existing international declarations,
agreements, and legislation,
including but not limited to:
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-economic-social-and-cultural-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/treaty-bodies/cedaw
https://www.ohchr.org/en/treaty-bodies/crc
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/indigenous-peoples/un-declaration-rights-indigenous-peoples
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal11
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/paris-agreement
https://unglobalcompact.org/library/2
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1 Refrain from taking any acfion that
violates the right to housing such as
forcibly removing people from their
homes.

7 Prevent human rights abuses by
third parties such as private actors,
which means, for example, enacting
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A multi-pronged strategy using human
rights commissions, ombuds offices,

0) s’rahs’nc\ans,journq\'\s’fs, and domestic
courts and tribunals, as well as UN
mechanisms like treaty bodies, and UN
Special Rapporteurs, 15 an effective way
governmen‘rs can be held accountable.

\egjslation, and using fiscal policy to
prevent the financialization of
housing,

3 Take positive gctions fo ensure that
individuals are able to enjoy their
right to housing such as ensuring
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The most effective laws and policies are When securing the right to housing, governments are not

de\/e|oped in consultation with those who will be held to the standard of perfection, but there are minimum
impacted by them. This means engaging in a requirements. The measures, allocated resources, and
meaningful way with individuals and timeframe applied must be proportional to the magnitude
communities in the design aspect and in of the issue and the objective capacity of the public
implementation. Ensuring meaningful authority. Reasonableness requires governments to
engagement, particularly with marginalized proactively and honestly identify barriers to the realization
groups like those living in precarious housing, of the right to housing and create plans that are, to
requires governments to recognize their relative the greatest extent possible, aimed at securing this
position of power and make commitments to right. This is called the:

ensure outcomes that are not only compliant
with human rights, but that drive justice and
equality. This is called:
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When governments commit The right to housing doesn’t mean everyone is

to securing the right to immediately entitled to a government provided home.
housing, they commit to Rather, it is a process, requiring governments to take
using all of the resources that deliberate, concrete and targeted steps towards the
they have available or could goal of ensuring the full realization of the right to
make available in order to housing for all. This process does, however, require
progressively realize the governments to take immediate, urgent actions to
right. Resources are not just protect the most disadvantaged. This is called:

about money, they include
budget allocations, taxation,
tax credits, public subsidies,
land, property, as well as
time, people, and capacity.
This is called:

MAXIMUM
AVAILABLE
TAX RESOURCES

Note

Govts can't take any steps backward in the
realization of the right - that would be
retrogression: a violation of international law
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FRAMEWORK IN 10 STEPS

1. Commit to and guarantee the right to housing as a fundamental

human right in legislation, policy and/or programmes. These commitments
can create momentum for the right to housing, and act as an accountability mechanism
for governments.
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2. Take immediate steps to ensure the progressive
realization of the right to housing, in compliance with the
standard of reasonableness. Before strategies and action plans are
created, governments can take immediate steps to move forward the
right to housing, like prohibiting forced evictions and preventing evictions
whenever possible.

3. Design & implement comprehensive strategies.
Governments should build a roadmap for the implementation of the right
to housing using meaningful participation to develop comprehensive
housing strategies. Strategies should include measurable goals and
timelines, and empower governments to play a leadership role in their
housing systems.

4, Eliminate homelessness in the shortest possible time
and stop the criminalization of persons living in homelessness.
Governments must take immediate and urgent steps to address homelessness
by prioritizing the provision of permanent, affordable and secure housing so as
to not be compelled to rely on emergency accommodation.


https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-housing/guidelines-implementation-right-adequate-housing

5. Commit to adopting a human rights approach to informal settlement

upgrading. Informal settlements are an accomplishment of vibrant, self-sufficient communities
claiming their human rights. Without security of tenure and basic services, they're also a violation of
the right to housing. Governments should engage with those living in informal settlements as rights
holders and experts in their own lives. Housing should be upgraded through community-led
initiatives, ensuring residents are provided with security of tenure, remain in situ wherever possible,
and that the community structures created remain intact, including access to employment and
education.

6. The right to housing must be implemented in a manner that

responds to the climate crisis. The construction and operation of housing
and the built environment account for almost 40% of global greenhouse gas
emissions. Thus, itis critical that governments address the ways in which we build,
operate, and demolish our homes, and prioritize those options that have a lesser
impact on the environment.

7. Ensure the capacity and accountability of local and regional

governments. All levels of government must be provided with the necessary
resources and capacities to progressively realize the right to housing.
Interjurisdictional cooperation will be key in this regard.

8. Ensure private actors contribute to the
progressive realization of the right to housing,

including through regulation. Governments are
unlikely to be able to solve the housing crisis alone.
Private markets must be regulated, and partnerships with
the private sector must produce human rights outcomes.
Profit seeking through the housing market must not take
precedence, in law or policy, over the human rights of
low-income and marginalized groups.
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9. Ensure access to justice - because human rights are illusory unless they can

be claimed. As akey tool for ensuring progressive realization equally, by all, governments should
ensure access to justice by all appropriate means. This includes tribunals, human rights institutions and
informal or customary community-based justice systems. Access to justice should be ensured for all
components and dimensions of the right to housing that are guaranteed under international human
rights law.

10. Governments should repeal policies that enable the financialization of housing and
enact strong policies that curb extractive practices in the housing market. Private markets
must be regulated so that practices contributing to the financialization of housing are reoriented
towards more regenerative ones, as in the examples below:

= Strong tenant protections
= Vacancy control

= Right of first refusal for purchases

by cities or tenants
Airbnb v

= Increased investmentin
not-for-profit housing like
community land trusts, cooperative
housing, and social housing

Preferential tax treatment for
financial actors

Golden Visas

« Vacant home tax and/or
expropriation

0" /\* 0

Guidelines for how governments and stake-
holders should regulate markets to protect
housing already exist
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https://make-the-shift.org/directives/



