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Nigeria must act urgently to stop forced evictions and address grossly
inadequate housing, says UN expert

GENEVA / ABUJA (24 September 2019) - There is an urgent human rights crisis in Nigeria reflected in
the inhumane conditions in the country’s informal settlements, says visiting UN Special Rapporteur on
the right to adequate housing, Leilani Farha.

“Most residents in Nigeria’s ballooning informal settlements, which house almost 70 per cent of the
urban population, live without access to even the most basic services like running water and toilets.
They lack any security of tenure, in constant fear of being evicted,” said Farha presenting a
preliminary statement of her findings at the end of a 10-day visit.

“Successive governments have allowed economic inequality in Nigeria to reach extreme levels, a fact
that is clearly evident in the housing sector. There is an estimated housing deficit of 22 million units,
and 130 million people lack access to adequate sanitation. Meanwhile, newly built luxury dwellings are
springing up throughout cities - made possible often through the forced eviction of poor communities.

“These units do not fulfil any housing need, with many remaining vacant, acting as vessels for money
laundering or investment,” she said.

The Special Rapporteur also expressed concern that people living in poverty and homelessness are
being rounded up by the police, detained, and fined or imprisoned for vagrancy. She noted that
persons with disabilities are often held in punitive detention centres against their will, in deplorable
conditions.

“Due to stigmatization and discrimination by landlords, both HIV/AIDS positive persons and members
of the LGBT community are at particular risk of violations of their right to housing, and women
experiencing violence in their homes or communities often have nowhere to go as emergency shelters
are scarce through the country,” Farha said.

“I was shocked to see that the people most in need of protection and assistance by the State are
instead persecuted, harassed, extorted, and even arrested and jailed without ever having committed a
crime,” said Farha.

“The Government must take urgent measures to decriminalise homelessness and poverty, and declare
a nationwide moratorium on forced evictions. These measures will improve the lives of those most in
need, and they can be introduced immediately as they do not require Government spending.

"I recommend the establishment of a national truth commission to investigate gross human rights
violations in the context of forced evictions and provide remedy to the victims,” Farha said.

She also encouraged the Government to prioritise the participatory upgrading of informal settlements
and to adopt a rights-based national housing strategy, which recognises housing as a fundamental
right in national law.

The Special Rapporteur urged the Government to address the grossly inadequate housing conditions
with the urgency and rigour befitting a human rights crisis of this scale.

Farha will present a comprehensive report of her visit to the UN Human Rights Council in March 2020.
ENDS

Ms Leilani Farha is the UN Special Rapporteur on adequate housingas a component of the right to an
adequate standard of living, and on the right to non-discrimination in this context. She took up her
mandate in June 2014. Farha is the Executive Director of the NGO Canada without Poverty, based in
Ottawa. A lawyer by training, for the past 20 years Ms. Farha has worked both internationally and
domestically on the implementation of the right to adequate housing for the most marginalized groups
and on the situation of people living in poverty. Her most recent report to the Human Rights
Councilfocusses on access to justice for the right to housing.

The Special Rapporteurs are part of what is known as the Special Procedures of the Human Rights
Council. Special Procedures, the largest body of independent experts in the UN Human Rights system,
is the general name of the Council’s independent fact-finding and monitoring mechanisms that address
either specific country situations or thematic issues in all parts of the world. Special Procedures
experts work on a voluntary basis; they are not UN staff and do not receive a salary for their work.
They are independent from any government or organisation and serve in their individual capacity.
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For more information and media requests please contact:



Mr. Jon Izagirre Garcia at: (+41 22 917 9715 / jizagirre@ohchr.org) or write to srhousing@ohchr.org

For media inquiries related to other UN independent experts:
Mr. Jeremy Laurence — Media Unit (+41 22 917 9383 / jlaurence@ohchr.org)

Follow the SR’s work: Twitter: @adeq h ing and Facebook: righttohousing
Follow news related to the UN’s independent human rights experts on Twitter @UN_SPExperts.
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