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Egypt must free Coptic Christian rights defender reportedly held on terror
charges, say UN experts

GENEVA (11 December 2019) - UN human rights experts* have called on Egypt to end the arbitrary
detention and ill-treatment of Ramy Kamel Saied Salid, who works to defend the human rights of the
country’s Coptic Christian minority.

Mr. Ramy Kamel, who had documented attacks on Coptic churches, was arrested, questioned and
allegedly tortured on 4 November and 23 November 2019. He is currently in pre-trial detention in the
Tora Prison in Cairo on reported charges of membership of a terrorist organisation and use of social
media to spread “false news threatening public order”, although neither he nor his lawyers has seen
documentation relating to the charges.

Both arrests coincided with Mr Kamel’s application for a Swiss visa so he could speak at the UN Forum
on Minority Issues in Geneva on 28 and 29 November 2019. He has interacted with UN human rights
mechanisms in the past, particularly regarding the forced displacement of Coptic Christians.

“No person should face intimidation, harassment or reprisals of any sort for participation in or
contribution to the work of the UN and its human rights mechanisms,” said the experts.

“Mr. Kamel’s alleged arbitrary detention and torture fall into a pattern of raids, arrests and travel bans
against human rights defenders, journalists, dissidents and their family members. Individuals who
have cooperated or tried to cooperate with UN human rights mechanisms have been repeatedly the
target of reprisals.

“"We also deeply regret that once again counter-terrorism legislation is being used in Egypt to target
human rights defenders with the purpose of quashing their advocacy and suppressing any expression
of dissent.”

The experts also raised serious concerns about Mr. Kamel’s treatment after special forces officers
broke into his home at 01.45 on 23 November, without an arrest warrant, confiscated personal
documents, a laptop, camera and mobile phone, and took him to an unknown location. He was
allegedly beaten to coerce him into disclosing the passwords for his electronic devices, deprived of
asthma and blood pressure medication, and not able to contact his family or lawyers until the following
day.

“If these allegations are true, they would constitute not only violations of Mr Kamel's right to health,
liberty and privacy, but also acts of torture. The treatment that he is being subjected to cannot be
justified under any circumstance,” said the experts.

“We urge the authorities to comply with their obligations under international law to provide effective
remedies to victims. Egypt must immediately free Mr. Kamel, lift all charges against him, and conduct
effective investigations to ensure that those respaonsible for the violations, including any act of torture,
or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, are prosecuted and punished.”

Since September 2019, more than 3,000 people have been arbitrarily arrested in nationwide
crackdowns, including academics, lawyers, media representatives and prominent oppasition leaders.
Torture in detention continues to be reparted, and peaceful critics of the Government are widely
prosecuted under security and counter-terrorism laws.

The experts have been in contact with the Government of Egypt to clarify the issues in question.
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*The UN experts: Mr. Fernand de Varennes, Special Rapporteur on minority issues, Mr. Michel
Forst, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders; Ms Leilani Farha, Special
Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adeguate standard of living, and
the right to non-discrimination in this context; Working Group on Arbitrary Detention; Mr. David
Kaye, Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and
expression; Mr. Nils Melzer, Special Rapporteur on Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment; Mr. Ahmed Shaheed, Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief;
Mr. Joe Cannataci, Special Rapporteur on the right to privacy; and Ms Fionnuala Ni Aoldin,Special
Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while
countering terrorism,

The Special Rapporteurs and Working Groups are part of what is known as the Special Procedures of
the Human Rights Council. Special Procedures, the largest body of independent experts in the UN
Human Rights system, is the general name of the independent fact-finding and monitoring
mechanisms of the Human Rights Council that address either specific country situations or thematic
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issues in all parts of the world. Special Procedures experts work on a voluntary basis; they are not UN
staff and do not receive a salary for their work. They are independent from any government or
arganization and serve in their individual capacity.

UN Human Rights country page: Eqypt

For more information and media requests, please contact:
Mr. Gunnar Theissen (+41 22 917 9321 / gtheissen@ohchr.org) or Mr. Damianos Serefidis
dserefidis@ohchr.org ).

For media inquiries related to other UN independent experts please contact:
Mr. Jeremy Laurence — Media Unit (+ 41 22 917 9838 / jlaurence@ohchr.org)

Follow news related to the UN’s independent human rights experts on Twitter @UN_SPExperts.

Concerned about the world we live in? Then STAND UP for someone’s rights today.
#Standup4humanrights and visit the web page at http://www.standup4humanrights.org
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